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Abstract

This research addresses the issue of historical narratives
concerning the scholarly attributes of our noble Prophet
Muhammad (peace and blessings be upon him and his fami-
ly) in the blessed books of the Prophet's biography and other
sources, such as Quranic exegesis by Sunni scholars. Several
guestions have been raised regarding these narratives, par-
ticularly concerning the claim that the Prophet Muhammad
(peace and blessings be upon him and his family) was illiter-
ate. This relates to the understanding of the term "illiteracy"
in the Holy Quran. This research attempts to discuss these
narratives, which contain misconceptions about the Proph-
et's refusal to read ("l am not a reader") and his belonging to
a nation that neither reads nor writes.

The research is based on the earliest Quranic verses re-
vealed to the Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him
and his family), especially those from Surah Al-Alag and
Surah Al-Jumu'ah. These verses affirm the fundamental im-
portance of knowledge, reading, and writing in the Islamic
message and highlight the Prophet's educational role as the

first teacher of the Book and wisdom in the Meccan society



during the time of the Prophet's mission. This research addresses the problem of
narratives that portray the Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him and his family)
as illiterate, based on a preconceived notion. It does so by reviewing and critically
analyzing the texts upon which these narratives are based, in light of the Holy Quran
and the traditions of the Prophet's family (peace and blessings be upon him and his
family), which emphasize the importance of literacy and consider it a fundamental
right of every Muslim. The research also raises questions about the motives behind
the prevalence of this misconception and the entities that contributed to its perpetu-
ation, attempting to distort the Prophet's image to align with the desires of the ruling
power at the time.

The research aims to purify the Prophet's biography of the inaccuracies that have
been introduced and to present a re-presentation of the Prophet (peace and bless-
ings be upon him and his family) as a complete human being in his knowledge and a
teacher of humanity. This is achieved through a critical historical methodology based
on textual analysis and reinterpretation, to arrive at the closest possible representa-
tion of historical reality in light of the Quranic texts and the traditions of the Prophet's
family (peace and blessings be upon him and his family).
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