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Abstract

This study seeks to approach Islamic identity from a se-
miotic perspective through the discourse of Muhammad in
Mecca by the British Orientalist. W. Montgomery Watt. The
book constitutes a controversial discourse in its representa-
tion of the Prophet Muhammad (p.b.u.h.) and the dawn of
the Islamic message .The paper shows a hypothesis that the
Islamic identity portrayed in the text is subjected to a duality
of formation and distortion. While the narrator depicts the
Prophet (p.b.u.h.) during a phase of spiritual and intellectu-
al development, he concurrently introduces interpretations
that undermine the authenticity of the Prophetic experience
and diminish the autonomy of the active subject in fulfilling
the divine mission.

Methodologically, the study employs semiotic analyti-
cal tools—specifically, Greimas’s actantial model, modal-
ities of action, and the semiotic square—to excavate the
surface and deep structures governing Watt’s discourse,
elucidating how the semiotics of Islamic identity is con-

structed in the text.



The findings indicate that:

e Formation is achieved by highlighting identity markers through the historical nar-
rative of the Prophet’s (p.b.u.h.) experience in Mecca (his early life, spiritual retreat,
revelation, and early preaching).

e Distortion, conversely, manifests through attributing Prophetic agency to exter-
nal factors, such as the influence of Seida.Khadija (p.b.u.h.), prevailing social condi-
tions, and pre-existing religious traditions.

This external attribution undermines the active subject, reducing it from a divinely
guided, autonomous agent to a contingent subject bound by external determinants.
Thus, the study exposes the central paradox in Watt’s discourse: on the one hand, he
acknowledges the unparalleled role of the Prophet Muhammad (p.b.u.h.) in forging
the identity of Islam, yet on the other, he constructs a narrative that strips this identi-
ty of its transcendent, divine dimension, framing it in a strictly human and socio-his-
torical context.

Consequently, the Islamic identity in Watt's text is not merely constructed; it is
contested, its meaning oscillates between an authentic, immutable foundation (Glo-
rious Quran) and a distorted Orientalist interpretation.
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