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Abstract

Sheikh Muhammad al-Tahir ibn Ashur (1879-1973) is con-
sidered among most prominent scholars of the renewal in
the modern Islamic thought. He was distinguished by his bal-
anced stance on Prophetic Sunnah; he was neither among
deniers of Hadith nor those influenced by the pure Quranic
trend¢ but rather affirmed the position of the traditions in
the light of Quran and objectives of Islamic law without rigid
adherence to literal texts or suspension of its civilisational
function. Furthermore« no hostile discourse towards oppos-
ing Islamic sects was known for him; instead¢ his method
was dominated with an inclination towards openness and
calm discussion« which makes his thought qualified to con-
tribute to projects of convergence and Islamic unity.

The current paper clarifies the features of the rational
and teleological method in addressing Prophetic Chronicle
according to Ibn Ashur« through referring to his various mul-
tiple writings¢ perhaps most important of which is his exe-
gesis of Holy Quran: "Liberation and Enlightenment" and his
other various books : Objectives of Islamic law« Fundamen-

tals of Social System« Story of Birth¢ and so forth.



This scientific paper stirs the following problematic question:

How does Ibn Ashur reconcile between constants of Prophetic Chronicle as stated
in Glorious Quran¢ and call to exercise reason and objectives in understanding this
Chronicle away from rigidity or distortion?

Paper adopts an analytical hermeneutical method and addresses topic through
three sections:

First Section: Chronicle and Sunnah between Comprehensiveness and Verification
in Perspective of Muhammad al-Tahir ibn Ashur.

Second Section: Quranic Constants in Chronicle According to Muhammad al-Tahir
ibn Ashur.

Third Section: Teleological Thought and Rational Reading of Chronicle According to
Ibn Ashur.

The study concludes that Ibn Ashur established a rational and moderate vision
for understanding Prophetic Chroniclec combining respect for texts and constants of
revelation« with activation of reason and independent reasoning in the light of major
objectives. Paper recommends necessity of integrating this method into curricula of
teaching chronicle« and encouraging trans-sectarian readings that restore to chroni-
cle its comprehensive human and educational dimension.
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Abstract

This research presents an analysis of Orientalist meth-
odology regarding the incident of Prophet Muhammad’s
(p.b.u.h.) marriage to Zaynab bint Jahsh, treating it as a
prominent model for addressing psychological and be-
havioural dimensions of Prophetic character.

Orientalist discourse is divided into two primary trends.
First is a biased, distorting trend that impugns the balance
of the Prophet’s (p.b.u.h.) motives and reasons for polygyny.
This trend attempts to negate Prophethood itself through
claims related to sexual obsession, political ambitions, or
psychological illness, asserting opportunism in justifying
personal actions via revelation. The second trend is char-
acterised by objectivity and fairness, approaching the inci-
dent from legislative and social perspectives while focusing
on the reformative role of marriage in nullifying pre-Islamic
adoption practices.

The research adopts a critical, analytical, and compara-
tive methodology, deconstructing negative Orientalist read-
ings (emotional, political, and personalist) and comparing
them with original Islamic sources and their historical and
cultural context. It demonstrates that these readings, built



on individual projections or preconceived ideological backgrounds, ignore historical
evidence—such as the Prophet’s (p.b.u.h.) delay in announcing revelation due to so-
cial apprehension, and his execution of divine command through a legislative rather
than subjective methodology. Furthermore, the research shows that legislative justi-
fications for marriage to Zaynab are established in Quran and Sunnah, and that accu-
sations of polygyny or “sexual desire” lack foundation in the context of his era or most
precise interpretations, particularly given verses prohibiting marriage after Zaynab
and clarifying the limits and objectives of Prophetic marriage.

Results indicate that challenges to the psychological and behavioural integrity of
the Prophet’s (p.b.u.h.) character involve methodological deviations and lack scien-
tific or textual evidence from reliable sources. Conversely, the legitimate reformist
nature of this marriage within a legislative structure to correct pre-Islamic customs is
evident, establishing the life of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) as a balanced legislative leader
rather than one psychologically astray or influenced by whim.
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